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               From Istanbul to Cancun 

Season’s Greetings to ISoP members!  

 
Istanbul Conference 
Report 
The 11th ISoP Annual Meeting took place in 
Istanbul, Turkey from 25-28 October 2011. It was 
attended by 380 delegates from all over the world 
and included many stimulating presentations and 
discussions. The social programme was excellent.  
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The local organiser, Seyfullah Dağıstanlı and his 
team were warmly congratulated on organising 
such a smooth-running and successful meeting.  
Most of the presentations and winning posters are 
now on the Society website; Instructions to allow 
access to them were sent by e-mail with your 
renewal membership notice. 
 

 
 

During the General Assembly (AGM), President 
Alexander Dodoo, on behalf of the Executive 
Committee, announced the launch of the 
UK/Ireland chapter and some changes regarding 
the membership fees for 2012 (see membership 
renewal). 
Easy to read and downloadable, the AGM minutes 
will be available on the website 
http://www.isoponline.org/index.php?page=gener
al-assembly-reports 
Non-members who registered at the Istanbul 
Annual Meeting and paid full registration fees will 
become ISoP members for the year commencing 1st 
January 2012: a very warm welcome to these new 
200 members! 

 

ISoP 2011 Poster Prizes 
The Poster sessions are an integral scientific and 
networking part of the ISoP Annual Meetings. 
Year after year, many colleagues submit abstracts to 
be shown and discussed as posters. This year, 243 
abstracts were accepted as poster presentations, 
and as always, an ISoP Poster Prize was given to the 
three best posters - a difficult selection for the 
Poster Committee. 
In the last plenary session of the conference the 
winners were announced: 
First prize:  
Comparison of Safety Profile of Racemate Drugs and 
Their Enantiomers: Analysis of the French 
Pharmacovigilance Database (Poster 023) 
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C. Caillet, L. Moachon, J. Montastruc and H. Bagheri 
Second prize:  
Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors and 
Gastrointestinal Bleeding: A Meta- Analysis (Poster 84) 
A. Carvajal, C. Treceno, M. Sainz, I. Salado, N. 
Jimeno, V. Velasco and L. Martın Arias 
Third prize:  
Drug-Related Problems in Hospitalised Children in the 
United Kingdom and Saudi Arabia (Poster 166) 
A.N. Rashed, A. Neubert, S. Tomlin, J. Jackman, H. 
Alhamdan, A. Shaikh, A. Attar, M. Aseeri and I.C. 
Wong 
 

 
First Poster winner with the Posters Committee 

 

ISoP courses in Hong 
Kong 
Organized in collaboration with the Practising 
Pharmacists Association of Hong Kong (PPAHK), 
two advanced training courses will take place next 
Spring in Hong Kong. More details will become 
available from the ISoP Administration office or 
visit regularly our website 
www.isoponline.org/Training 
 

ISoP 2012 Cancun 
The 12th ISoP Annual Meeting under the theme: 
“New Landscapes for Pharmacovigilance” will be 
held from 30th October to 2nd November 2012 in 
Cancún, Mexico (JW Marriott Cancun Resort & 
Spa). 
Luis Alesso from the National University of 
Cordoba, Argentina is chairing the Scientific 
Committee; Everardo Vazquez, Past President of 

the Mexican Pharmacovigilance Association is 
responsible for the Local Organising Committee.  
A panel of distinguished international experts in 
pharmacovigilance will participate in an exciting 
programme that will include both plenary and 
parallel sessions covering a range of topics 
including: 

 Safety Signals from Clinical Trials 
 PhV and the World Alliance for Patient Safety 

and Safe Medication Practices  
 Pharmacovigilance for Biopharmaceutical 

Products 
 Ecopharmacovigilance 
 Evidence for safety from observational studies 
 Signal Detection 
 Pharmacovigilance in Neglected Parasitic and 

Emerging Infectious Diseases 
 Pharmacogenetics in Pharmacovigilance 
 Pharmacovigilance in Paediatrics 
 Counterfeit medicines 
 Preventable ADRs and Medication Errors 
 Patients, Public, Social Networks and Good 

Communication Practices in Pharmacovigilance 
 Media and Drug Information 

 
Training courses will be held on the 30th October 
2012 (Basics in Pharmacovigilance, Inspection and 
audits in Pharmacovigilance and Vaccine 
Pharmacovigilance) 
 

 
 

Call for abstracts: 
The Scientific Organisers wish to invite abstracts 
for oral/poster presentation. 
Deadline for abstract submission is 31st May 2012. 
All accepted abstracts will be published in Drug 
Safety. 
If an abstract is accepted for presentation (oral or 
poster), one author or the author's designee must 
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register and attend the conference to present the 
abstract to have it published in the conference 
programme. 
Information on all aspects of ISoP 2012, including 
abstract submission, how to register and an up-to-
date programme is available on the conference 
website www.isop2012.org or from the ISoP 2012 
Organizing Secretariat: 
isop2012@grupodestinos.com.mx 
Phone:  +5255 53403700 
Website: www.isop2012.org 
 

 
Chichen Itzá 
 
The organisers look forward to welcoming you to 
the ISoP 2012 Annual Meeting! 
 

ISoP 2013 Pisa 
Pisa, Italy will host the 2013 Annual Meeting 
(October 2013). More details in due course. 
 

Call for Annual Meetings bids: 
If you would like your country to host the 2014 
Annual Meeting, please do contact the 
Administration Office and ask for guidelines for 
your bid (which should be received by 1 March 
2012). 
 

2012 Membership renewal  
Renewal forms have been sent out by electronic 
mail. Only members who are paid-up will have 
access to benefits and voting rights.  
This year, the Society's fees have been split over 
two categories: Regular (175 EUR) and Reduced 

rate (55 EUR) (without Drug Safety journal).  
We still have a reduced printed & electronic 
subscription to Drug Safety for emerging countries, 
retired individuals and full time students. 
Please note that classification for the Emerging 
countries has changed and now includes countries 
from upper-middle-income economies (World 
Bank data statistic). 
 

Drug Safety Journal 
As a member you can subscribe to Drug Safety at a 
substantially discounted rate. If you already receive 
the journal via ISoP, please make sure that you 
renew and pay for your ISoP membership as soon 
as possible in January to avoid interruption in the 
delivery of print copies of the journal (please note 
that your online access will continue). 
ADIS claims policy states that claims must be 
received within the claim period, which is up to 6 
months after the original issue was dispatched, at 
which time only one replacement copy will be 
dispatched. 
 

Benefits for members 
20% discount on Wiley-Blackwell Pharmacology 
and Pharmaceutical Medicine books for all ISoP 
members. You can order books online at 
www.wiley.com  
The promotion code to allow access to the 20% 
discount is sent with your renewal membership 
notice. 
 

 Women’s Medicines Group 
ISoP Group Taking Issues Forward 
Following an interesting and invigorating session 
on Women’s Medicines at the ISoP annual 
meeting in Istanbul in October, a group of ISoP 
members have continued to develop the ISoP 
Women’s Medicines Group.  The members of this 
group have a specific interest in medicines used by 
women, in particular contraceptive products, 
medicines used in pregnancy and medicines used 
by post-menopausal women.  The purposes of this 
group are as follows: 

Information sharing and networking 
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Communicating mainly by e-mail, the group 
intends to share interesting news items, research 
findings, regulatory actions and other information 
on women’s medicines issues which have been 
identified worldwide.  Sharing views on these may 
just be for information and interest but may also 
lead to action (see below). 

Collaborative Projects 
Some members of the group are involved with 
interesting projects on women’s medicines and 
would like to invite others around the world to 
work on these too.  One example is that Dr 
Katarina Ilic from Belgrade is undertaking a study 
of pharmacists’ knowledge of emergency 
contraception (EC) and is willing to share the 
questionnaire for use in other countries.  This 
could lead to a multi-centre/country collaborative 
study of EC.  If you would like further information 
about this topic, please e-mail Dr Katarina Ilic at: 
katarina.v.ilic@gmail.com 

Initiatives regarding Medicines in 
Pregnancy 
Many of us would like to improve the information 
regarding the safety of medicines used in 
pregnancy.  There is a need to develop pregnancy 
registers for all medicines and in particular those 
used in IVF treatments.  Other groups including 
the WHO and ISPE are also working on these 
issues and the ISoP Women’s Medicines Group 
aims to liaise and work with these other groups.  

Advising and Influencing on 
Women’s Medicines issues 
There continue to be issues relating to women’s 
medicines on which those of us expert in this area 
believe we should take some action. Methods 
might include writing editorials or other articles for 
international journals; writing letters to guidelines 
groups or professional bodies like the Family 
Planning Association. 

Membership of the ISoP Women’s 
Medicines Group 
Any member of ISoP who has an interest in 
medicines used by women is very welcome to join 
our group.  Our group includes members from 
several different continents and like ISoP in 
general, we are truly international!  The group is 

open to men and women as we believe everyone 
has a part to play in improving the safety of 
medicines used by women.  Experience in 
obstetrics and gynaecology, family planning, 
general practice, research or regulation of women’s 
medicines, or any other aspects of women’s health 
is an advantage, but not essential.  The main thing 
we would like is your interest and your support! 
If you would like to join the ISoP Women’s Medicines 
Group please contact Dr Mira Harrison-Woolrych by e-
mail at: mira.harrison-woolrych@otago.ac.nz 
 

Chapters 
The International Society of Pharmacovigilance is 
proud of the rapidly growing number of chapters. 
According to ISoP’s Chapter guidelines, the ISoP 
Executive Committee biannually reviews the 
Chapters’ activities to ensure that the quality and 
integrity of chapters is acceptably high around the 
world. In this year’s questionnaire we asked all six 
chapters about their current activities. Currently, 
six chapters are active in ISoP: Italy, Western 
Pacific Region, Mexico, Latin America, Switzerland 
and Africa.  
We welcome the new chapter from UK/Ireland 
and look forward to the US/Canada chapter and 
Balkan chapter. 
The number of ISoP members who are also 
members of one of the chapters rose since January 
1st from 107 to 156. Activities in 2011 ranged from 
the organisation of courses to planning of future 
Annual Meetings. Also networking has been 
mentioned as an important function of the 
chapters. The majority of the chapters had no 
additional financial income; some chapters had an 
additional income from the organisation of 
courses.  In addition, various chapters develop 
procedures to empower locally meaningful activity 
while retaining an overall commitment to the joint 
achievement of ISoP’s common mission.  
The chapters can also communicate directly via the 
LinkedIn ISoP group. 
 

Elections 2012 and 
Nominating Committee 
Following the proposal of the Executive 
Committee, the General Assembly has confirmed 
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the 2012 Nominating Committee, as follows: 
Professor Nicholas Moore, Chair 
Ms Helen Roberton  
Dr Lynda Wilton 
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The elections to the Executive Committee will take 
place next Spring. The vote will be done on-line. 
There will be 11 vacancies that need to be filled. 
Paid-up members with appropriate skills and 
experience who would like to put themselves 
forward as a candidate are invited to contact the 
Nominating Committee directly by 15 February 
2012 (contact the Nominating Committee at 
nicholas.moore@pharmaco.u-bordeaux2.fr with any 
queries). 
 

Bursaries 
This year the Society offered 7 bursaries to young 
researchers in pharmacovigilance who are members 
of ISoP to attend the Annual Meeting in Istanbul. 
Here are some extracts of their reports about ISoP 
2011: 

 
…”Thursday morning began with the ACCORD trial 
and Dr Ismail-Beigi´s talk about how to individualise 
the therapy for patients in achieving satisfactory glycemic 
outcomes. Then I switched the session to 
´Pharmacogenomics and monoclonals´ where I especially 
liked Dr Qun-Ying Yue´s presentation of recent examples 
in how to apply pharmacogenomics to pharmacovigilance 
and Dr Brigitte Keller-Stanislawski who provided to us 
very useful and clear speech about monoclonals and their 
safety problems. Then I attended very nice plenary lecture 

of Professor Beral and her overview of long-term effects of 
medicines commonly used by women and I enjoyed the 
session of women´s medicines pharmacovigilance with its 
interesting discussion at the end of the session. Afternoon 
session of education and training was very refreshing with 
special presentation of Bruce Hugman as expected”…. 
(Veronika Dešcíková, SUKL (Czech Drug Agency) and 
Faculty of Pharmacy, Charles University Prague) 

 
…“Being relatively new in the issue of pharmacovigilance 
and coming from my part of the world where so much is 
yet to be done on issues of pharmacovigilance, the 
conference was an eye opener. In fact, after the whole 
experience and having the opportunity to talk extensively 
with a couple of persons, I am just bubbling with ideas 
waiting to explode, ultimately to be an ambassador of 
Drug safety. I am very grateful for the opportunity given 
me and to have got a poster presentation too.”…. 
(Ejekam Chioma - PEPFAR Project/Nigeria) 
 

 
“The meeting was a forum to share knowledge and 
experiences of different people working on 
pharmacovigilance throughout the world. As a student, I 
got a chance to learn a lot during the conference. At the 
same time, I was grateful to be awarded of ISoP bursary 
to attend this great meeting, which had made my dream 
true to attend the great gathering of the people working 
in the field of pharmacovigilance and drug safety.”…. 
(Santosh KC, Senior Pharmacist, Bir Hospital, 
Kathmandu, Nepal, MS scholar, Mahidol University, 
Bangkok, Thailand) 
 

 
“ For a Ph.D student in pharmacovigilance such as 
myself it was a great opportunity to be able to attend the 
ISoP annual meeting. Not to mention the fact that I got 
to present my work for professionals in the field and get 
valuable input. I arrived in Istanbul the day before 
attending the course on basic concepts in 
pharmacovigilance. It was my first time in Istanbul and I 
was amazed by the number of people and cars 
everywhere! The meeting took place in the military 
museum which turned out to be a very interesting 
location. The following day started early with the very 
enjoyable presentation of Alexander Dodoo. The topics of 
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the day ranged from safety signal detection to PSURs to 
benefit risk management plans. It was clear from these 
presentations that there’s still a lot of work to be done 
when it comes to ensuring a drugs safety but that there 
are many good ideas worth looking into. 
My talk was on the last day. I wasn’t sure how many 
people would turn up on the last day but there was a 
good amount of people in the room. My talk was in the 
session of Perception of Risk. There I got the chance to 
listen to the very interesting and inspiring talk of Ragnar 
Lofstedt on risk communication and perception. Other 
talks in the same session were also of great interest. It is 
still a bit stressful for me to give a presentation in a 
foreign language, but the opportunity to present my 
research is invaluable. After the session there was a 
chance to ask questions which led to discussions with 
other scientists. This is the reason why it is so important 
to attend a meeting such as the ISoP Annual Meeting; 
you meet a lot of colleagues and experts and can 
exchange ideas and start collaborations. Therefore, I am 
very grateful for the opportunity to present my work at 
the ISoP meeting in Istanbul”. 
(Guðrún Stefánsdóttir, MSc. Julius Center for Health 
Sciences and Primary Care- Utrecht, Netherlands) 

 
Information on bursaries for 2012 is available from 
end-January on www.isoponline.org 
 

isoponline.org 
Please visit our website regularly to stay informed 
about ISoP and its many activities!  
 

LinkedIn ISoP Group 
ISoP set up its own LinkedIn networking group for 
members. This facilitates networking and sharing 
of ideas and provides an opportunity to give 
feedback to the ISoP Executive Committee and 
Chapters on how you, the members, want our 
Society to function.  
Members of the LinkedIn ISoP Group can post 
questions to the membership, make suggestions for 
research projects, training courses, put questions to 
the Executive Committee, make known to ISoP 
members your views on topical issues etc. 
First you need to register at LinkedIn, then when 
you are a LinkedIn member, please join the 
LinkedIn ISoP group; it’s easy and quick, just click 

the link: 
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3572919 
Do join the group and start discussions.  
 
If you have changed your 
address, do let us know as 
soon as possible. Some 
members don’t receive up-
to-date information 
because of not providing 
their e-mail address. We would like to keep 
members informed of Society news, and electronic 
mail is the quickest and cheapest way of sending 
certain types of information or accessing the 
Members Section on the website. Please e-mail 
your correct details to us so that we can update our 
address lists. Thank you! 
 
Please send your letters, comments, ideas and 
contributions for ISoP Star to 
administration@isoponline.org  
Tel and fax: +44 (0)20 3256 0027 

Have 
you 

moved? 


