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Reports from the world of pharmacovigilance 

News from the International Society of Pharmacovigilance 

 

 Updates on meetings 
On 21 April, the ISoP Executive Committee (EC) 
and Advisory Board (AB) met to discuss how ISoP 
should respond to issues arising from the COVID-
19 pandemic. It was an engaging and constructive 
video-conference, with lots of positive ideas and a 
high level of support for the proposals put forward. 
In the light of the COVID-19 pandemic, ISoP’s 
scheduled meetings will now be arranged as 
follows: 
 

⋆ Mid-year training in Moscow 
was April 2020   
Postponed to Spring 2021 

⋆ Eastern European Chapter meeting in Sofia 
  was September 2020  

Cancelled 

⋆ Annual ISoP conference in Oman 
  was October 2020 

new dates: 11-14 October 2021 – see back 
page of this newsletter 

⋆ ISoP-UMC joint training in Beijing  
  was November 2020 

rescheduled to early 2021  

⋆ Annual Boston seminar/NASoP* meeting 
10-11 December 2020    
To proceed as planned.  
(*North American chapter of ISoP) 

 
These plans will remain under review, in 
consultation with local organisers as the year 
proceeds, and as we learn more information about 
travel restrictions worldwide.   
 

It may be possible to organise the ISoP Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) by video-conference in 
October, so please keep an eye on Twitter 
(@ISoPonline) and the ISoP website 
https://isoponline.org/ for further information 
about this. 
 

 Articles on COVID-19 
There are a large number of research papers being 
published internationally on COVID-19, including 
those relating to pharmaceutical products for the 
treatment and prevention of this coronavirus. ISoP 
colleagues in the North American Chapter 
(NASoP) and the Italian Society of Pharmacology 
are working on proposals to monitor and 
summarise key elements of this research, especially 
with regard to pharmacovigilance. The ISoP 
Advisory Board supports these initiatives, and we 
intend to publish updates, with links to useful 
papers/websites, on the website so all members can 
be aware of current developments in this field. 
Please do have a look at this new section of the 
website: https://isoponline.org/resources-3/cv19/  
 

 Infographics projects 
Patient safety and excellent risk communication are 
at the heart of every ISoP Special Interest Group 
(SIG). Infographics are widely used in clinical 
medicine and other scientific fields (e.g. aviation) to 
convey benefit/risk and key messages for public 
safety. The ISoP SIGs Co-ordinator (Angela Caro) in 
collaboration with the ISoP SIG on Medicinal 
Product Risk Communication, led by Priya Bahri, are 
developing an ISoP infographic template, which can 
be adapted by each SIG to promote safe use of 
medicines. ISoP is currently finalizing an infographic 
on the safe use of medicines during a pandemic. 

  
Example of infographic designed by the Asociación Colombiana de Farmacovigilancia 
with the support of other Colombian associations (ACQHF, ACF and ACIN). 
 



 

News from the International Society of Pharmacovigilance 

 Drug Safety articles 
ISoP editorials are now a regular feature of our 
associated journal Drug Safety. Recent articles include: 
⋆ A New President’s Vision for International 

Pharmacovigilance (Mira Harrison-Woolrych; 
February 2020). 

⋆ ISoP Fellowships: Recognising Contributions to 
the Goals of ISoP (Deirdre McCarthy & Mira 
Harrison-Woolrych; April 2020). 

⋆ The International Society of Pharmacovigilance 
(ISoP) Special Interest Group on Herbal and 
Traditional Medicines: Towards Progress in 
Pharmacovigilance for Herbal and Traditional 
Medicines and Other “Natural Health” Products 
(Joanne Barnes; April 2020). 

⋆ The role of pharmacovigilance and ISoP during 
the global COVID-19 pandemic (Rebecca 
Chandler; in press for June 2020). 

 

 Communications strategy 
We are delighted to announce that a Social Media 
Manager will join the ISoP Communications team 
to expand ISoP’s social media presence. The Social 
Media Manager will work with Deirdre McCarthy 
(Communications lead), Sophie Spence (ISoP 
Secretary) and other members of the 
Communications team (Angela Caro, Mónica 
Tarapués and Mira Harrison-Woolrych) to develop 
an external communications strategy for ISoP. This 
will include how we reach out to other organisations 
and potential new members, and development of 
our @ISoPonline Twitter and LinkedIn channels. 
 

 Moscow meeting 
As outlined above, it 
has been decided to 
reschedule the 2020 
ISoP Symposium & 
Training in Moscow 
to Spring 2021. 
Registrations already 

made will be automatically transferred to the new 
dates, which will be confirmed in December. The 
event agenda is intended to remain unchanged and 
preparations will continue in consultation with 
local organisers. 
https://isoponline.org/training/symposium-and-
training-moscow-september-2020/   

 Vaccine Surveillance SIG 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a highly 
relevant kick-start for the new Vaccine SIG, 
announced at the annual meeting in Bogotá. The 
group had its initial meeting in the first week of 
May, to get acquainted and share thoughts about 
upcoming discussions. 
  

If you are interested in joining us in what is 
expected to be interesting times in the area of 
vaccine pharmacovigilance, please contact Rebecca 
Chandler at rebecca.chandler@who-umc.org 
 

 2020 Fellowships – final call 
⋆ Deadline 31st May 2020 ⋆ 

In 2019 ISoP introduced a new membership 
award: Fellowship of the International Society of 
Pharmacovigilance (FISoP). Originally suggested by 
Dr Thamir Alshammari, and developed by the 
2016-19 Executive Committee, the award is for 
ISoP members with five years membership who 
have demonstrated significant achievement and 
distinction in their field, including peer 
recognition in pharmacovigilance. 
 

ISoP Fellowships are awarded each year to those 
who have made substantial contributions to the 
discipline of pharmacovigilance through their work 
– including publications or similar outputs – and 
have also shown service to ISoP, for example by 
involvement in ISoP conferences and meetings, 
and/or by leadership of ISoP Chapters and Special 
Interest Groups (SIGs). 
 

Submit your application by 31st May latest via 
https://isoponline.org/members/fellowship/   
 

 New Pharmacogenomics SIG 
We are pleased to announce ISoP’s newest Special 
Interest group! The aim of the Pharmacogenomics 
SIG is to provide an opportunity for ISoP 
members interested in pharmacogenomics to share 
and provide information on relevant issues and 
developments; and to support pharmacovigilance 
which is relevant to medicinal products with 
pharmacogenomic associations. The group leader 
is Qun-Ying Yue (Uppsala Monitoring Centre) and 
the deputy is Afaf Lamzouri (Morocco). Please 
contact ISoP Administration if you are interested.  
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 New Egypt Chapter 
An ISoP Chapter for Egypt, led by Ms Hadir 
Rostom (Regional pharmacovigilance expert & co-
founder of the Egyptian pharmacovigilance system) 
has just been formed to support and enrich 
pharmacovigilance practice in Egypt and to 
facilitate regional and global sharing of experiences 
for all pharmacovigilance stakeholders, based on 
the objectives of ISoP.  
 

Its initial work will be to provide training and 
seminars, conduct research, and raise the 
awareness of healthcare professionals and patients 
about pharmacovigilance and patient safety 
(webinars are being planned). The ISoP Egypt 
Chapter will interact with evolving events in 
response to the current pandemic; it conducted a 
webinar on ‘COVID-19: Drug Development and 
Pharmacovigilance’ to highlight the role of 
healthcare professionals in safety monitoring of 
medicinal products used in COVID-19. 
 

 Successful outreach by 
Medication Error SIG 

In October 2019, ISoP was invited by the chair of 
the International Medication Safety Network 
(IMSN) to participate in the 14th Annual IMSN 
Meeting & Eastern Mediterranean Countries 

Workshop on 
Medication Errors, 
in Rabat, Morocco.  
ISoP was represented 
by Dr. Thamir 
Alshammari (pictured, 
left) for the ISoP 
Medication Error 

SIG. The audience consisted of international 
institutions that have a major role in 
pharmacovigilance, drug safety and medication 
errors, including WHO, Uppsala Monitoring 
Centre, the US FDA, the UK MHRA, the Institute 
of Medicine Safe Practice, and others from around 
the world.  
 

Dr. Alshammari gave general information on ISoP 
and background of the society, its achievements, 
collaborations worldwide, and activities. He also 
presented the Medication Errors SIG and its work. 
Afterwards, the IMSN team expressed a desire to 
collaborate with ISoP. 

 CIOMS Working Group XI 
A brief update from Manal Younus and Sten Olsson  

The Council for International Organizations of 
Medical Sciences (CIOMS) was founded in 1949 as 
an international, non-governmental, not-for-profit 
organization with a mission of advancing public 
health through guidance on health research 
including ethics, medical product development 
and safety. CIOMS guidelines have impacted and 
shaped work in bioethics, pharmacovigilance and 
drug development across the world. In 2018 ISoP 
was invited to join a new CIOMS Working Group 
(WG XI) to develop a guideline to address patient 
involvement in different stages of medicines 
development and use. Other partners invited were 
representatives from academia, industry, patient 
organizations, the World Medical Association and 
regulatory authorities. The work was initially 
divided into several groups and the early 
discussions decided to present the guidelines in ten 
different chapters and a glossary.  
 

During the different stages of the development 
process, ISoP has been represented by Sten Olsson, 
Brian Edwards and Manal Younus, who have all 
actively contributed draft text, particularly to the 
chapter on ‘Guiding principles for patient 
participation in the generation and utilization of 
safety and effectiveness data’. The work of WG XI 
is now in its final stages; the remaining face-to face 
meeting is planned to take place in September 
2020. The COVID-19 pandemic affected the 
development process, and the physical meeting 
planned to be held in the Netherlands in April 
2020 was organized as a half-day virtual meeting. 
 

The patient involvement guideline is an important 
document designed to guide how, why, what and 
when to engage patients at all stages of development 
and safe use of medicines. This patient-centred 
approach should include their involvement in 
advancing treatments for their diseases, product 
labelling, additional risk minimization, generation 
and utilization of safety and effectiveness data, 
developing safety issue/crisis/time-bound 
communications on medicinal products, clinical 
practice guidelines, and challenges and 
opportunities for patient involvement in resource 
limited settings. Discussions are still open on how 
best to address patient engagement in extraordinary 
situations like the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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 ISoP webinars 
In collaboration with Nitin Joshi, Editor of Drug 
Safety (ISoP’s official journal), a series of webinars 
for ISoP members will soon resume.  
 

Please let us know which topics you would like to 
see covered in these online events (contact 
administration@isoponline.org). 
 

 Tweet – and keep in touch 
ISoP's presence online has recently been enhanced 
by an active Twitter feed : @ISoPonline. There are 
now around 1,700 people following ISoP on this 
platform – do join them and contribute to the 
discussions!  Our current ISoP President and Vice-
President are also active tweeters: @Miraharrison4 
and @RebeccaChandle1. 
 

Our website https://isoponline.org/ is updated 
regularly, and the members-only section is where 
you will find access to the journal Drug Safety, 
presentations from the annual meetings, and have 
the chance to update your personal information. 
 
Please send your letters, comments, ideas and 
contributions for ISoP Star to: 
 

ISOP SECRETARIAT LTD 
140 Emmanuel Road, London SW12 OHS, UK 
⋆ Telephone and fax: +44 (0)20 3256 0027 
⋆ E-mail: administration@isoponline.org 
⋆ Internet: www.isoponline.org  

The April web-based Advisory Board meeting 

 Oman: get ready for 2021! 

 
Looking forward to the next annual meeting (Grand Mosque, Muscat) 

The ISoP Advisory Board and the Local 
Organizing Committee have now rescheduled the 
2020 ISoP Annual Meeting, to take place in 
Muscat, Oman on 11-14 October 2021.  
 

The agenda of the event will remain essentially the 
same and preparation will continue to ensure a 
high-quality, exciting conference. Registrations 
already made will be automatically transferred to 
the new dates. 
 

Check: http://www.isop2020oman.org/ for 
updates. 
 
 


