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Reports from the world of pharmacovigilance 

News from the International Society of Pharmacovigilance 

 

 President’s message 
Dear ISoP members 

It is a great pleasure to send this message to you all 
at this time as the new ISoP President. If you don’t 
know me, I am Angela Caro, a passionate 
pharmacovigilante, who has worked in the field 
since 2005. I am from Colombia and the mother of 
three wonderful boys.  

Today I want to say thanks to every one of you who 
continues to believe in our society and work for a 
better use of medicines around the world; with your 
commitment every patient is safer and has a better 
chance of leading a healthy life. 

Our society is a successful academic and scientific 
organization, and I hope it continues in the same 
way while we improve some aspects so as to offer the 
most advanced knowledge in pharmacovigilance for 
everyone.  

We hope that by 2025 “ISoP will be recognized as 
the leading global champion for education and 
research in pharmacovigilance and the safe use of 
medical products and devices”, and all the Advisory 
Board is working hard to achieve this Vision. 

At the moment we are building our strategic plan, 
which includes three main goals:  

1. Long-term financial and organizational 
sustainability and stability of ISoP: to continue 
having a strong society that helps us to achieve 
the other two goals. 

2. Create and build a community for optimizing 
the safer use of medicines with a measurable 
impact on patients and health care 
professionals: every action, training course, and 
research project must impact patients and 
families, and we need to consider what are the 

most important problems in managing 
medicines and promoting solutions. 

3. Maintain and enhance scientific knowledge and 
competence in the global pharmacovigilance 
community: ISoP members are the essence and 
the soul of ISoP, our society exists because of 
you, and our intention is to offer enough 
benefits in networking for each ISoP member 
that they consider themselves happy and 
privileged to be part of this knowledge 
community.   

The Advisory Board is ready to hear about you and 
build with you the future of ISoP – as a big family 
we will continue together in this beautiful dream of 
patient safety.  

So help us to understand what you want from your 
society, we will be asking very soon. 

All my best to you and your families, we will keep in 
touch. 

 

 
         Angela Caro 
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 Big turnout in Verona 
ISoP 2022, the 21st Annual Meeting of the 
International Society of Pharmacovigilance, entitled 
“A New Era of Pharmacovigilance: challenges and 
opportunities” took place in Verona, northern Italy 
from 20th to 23rd September 2022. 

The Local Organising Committee was chaired by 
Gianluca Trifirò of the University of Verona, and 
the Scientific Committee by Angela Caro. 

 
Back in person: the opening session at the University of Verona 

It was the first fully ‘in person’ annual meeting since 
2019, and around 450 people attended. The 
programme had 33 speakers plus 25 oral 
presentations, and with a truly global attendance. 
The ten plenaries and eighteen parallel sessions 
(mainly around SIGs) were well-received. In 
addition there were 257 posters displayed and 17 
flash presentations, with all the abstracts published 
in Drug Safety journal.  

The four pre-conference courses were all well 
attended. Then Bernard Bégaud from the 
University of Bordeaux opened the meeting with 
‘How post-marketing drug/vaccine surveillance has 
been dealt with in Europe’. Other keynote speakers 
included Patrizia Popoli, President of the Scientific 
technical committee of the Italian drug agency, 
Miriam Sturkenboom, of the University of 
Utrecht, Karina Top, of the Canadian Center for 
Vaccinology, Gianluca Trifirò, Darren Toh from 
Harvard Medical School and Harvard Pilgrim 
Health Care Institute, USA, Andrej Segec, of the 
European Medicines Agency, former ISoP president 
Ralph Edwards (a lecture in memory of Prof 

Giampaolo Velo), John Wilkinson from the 
University of York, UK, and Saad Shakir, Drug 
Safety Research Unit, who gave the Bengt Erik 
Wiholm lecture on ‘Pharmacovigilance: where we 
are, where we came from and where we are going’. 

Most of the presentations have been uploaded to the 
members section of the website, and all the abstracts 
are published in Drug Safety, Vol 45 No. 10 (October 
2022).  

A warm welcome to all the new members who joined 
for this year’s meeting! 

 

 Verona poster prizes 

 
⋆ 1st prize: P214 - Cohort Event Monitoring of 
COVID-19 Vaccine Safety in special Cohorts in 
Italy. Francesco Ciccimarra (University of Verona, 
Italy) (see above) 

⋆ 2nd prize: P248 - Impact of 2018 EU Risk 
Minimisation Measures and Revised Pregnancy 
Prevention Programme on Utilisation and 
Prescribing Trends of Valproates. Abtahi Shahab 
(Utrecht University, Netherlands) 

⋆ 3rd prize: P300 - DNA Barcoding as a tool to 
Overcome the Challenges of Phytovigilance of 
Natural Health Products Quality: the example of 
Saffron. Skalli Souad (Faculty of Sciences 
Mohammed V University, Morocco) 

⋆ Sten Olsson Poster Prize (inaugural 
award to a poster which demonstrates 
advancement of pharmacovigilance in 
emerging countries): 

P019 - Measuring the Effectiveness of 
Electronic Prescription Systems in 
Reducing Medication Errors in Hospital Setting in 
Egypt. Hadir Rostom (ISoP Egypt Chapter – MSA 
University, Egypt). (photo of Hadir Rostom above) 
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Each winner won an annual journal subscription of 
their choice donated by Adis Premier Journals. 

The poster prize committee were Ghita Benabdallah 
(Chair) (Morocco), Helaine Carneiro Capucho 
(Brazil), and Ylenia Ingrasciotta (Italy). 

Thanks to all the poster presenters! 

 

 General Assembly 2022 
The ISoP General Assembly (GA) was held on 22 
September 2022 during the Verona meeting. Several 
by-laws were updated in relation to Chapter 
Guidelines, Code of Conduct and the new Scientific 
Board (as a new annex). New by-laws, along with the 
GA minutes, are referenced on the ISoP website for all 
members to access. 

 
The retiring Executive Committee 

 Election results 

Members of the ISoP Advisory Board, 2022-25 

The ISoP Executive Committee 2022 - 2025: 
President: Angela Caro 

Vice President: Brian Edwards 

Secretary General: Mónica Tarapués 

Treasurer: Omar Aimer 

Advisory Board Members 2022 - 2025: 
Mayada Alkhakany 
Ghita Benabdallah 
Maribel Salas 
Francesco Salvo 
Manal Younus 
Li Zhang 
Mira Harrison-Woolrych becomes Past 
President. 

The following Advisory Board members have agreed 
to undertake other roles for ISoP: 
 

 
 

 ISoP Scientific Board 
The ISoP Scientific Board (SB) met for the first time 
in person in Verona. 

 
The ISoP Scientific Board 

The mission of the Scientific Board (SB) is to 
support ISoP’s scientific, educational, and 
professional enhancement activities and to offer 
expert advice on pharmacovigilance-relevant 
matters globally. It provides scientific and academic 
authority to ISoP, supporting any ISoP project by 
offering input, revision, opinion, 
recommendations, publications, and networking. It 



 

Committed to safer use of medicines worldwide 

also serves as the Advisory and Steering Committee 
of ISoP’s Global Pharmacovigilance Professional 
Certification programme (GPPC) developed and 
delivered by the Institute of Pharmacovigilance 
(IPV), exerting oversight on this programme. 

More information about the Scientific Board on the 
ISoP website https://isoponline.org/about-
isop/scientific-board/. 

 

 GPPC update 
The ISoP Global Pharmacovigilance Professional 
Certification (GPPC) is an initiative of ISoP with the 
PV Professional Qualification Framework Special 
Interest Group, financed and supported by the 
Institute of Pharmacovigilance (IPV) (a non-profit 
NGO).  

The aim of the GPPC is to provide a framework to 
support colleagues working in pharmacovigilance 
worldwide and assist their professional development. 

One of the most recent SB meeting outcomes was the 
appointment of the Chair of Global 
Pharmacovigilance Professional Certification 
Supervision Task Force (GPPC-STF), Thamir 
Alshammary. Thamir is a well-known ISoP member, 
also a core member of the ISoP SB, and President of 
the ISoP Middle East Chapter.  

 

 ISoP Mid-Year Symposium 

 
 
In pharmacovigilance, various scientific disciplines 
such as epidemiology, (clinical) pharmacology, and 
medical science are necessary to monitor the safe use 
of drugs. This ISoP mid-year symposium to be held 
on 1-2 June 2023, in collaboration with Lareb, aims 
to showcase how the synergy between these 
disciplines can improve the quality and impact of 
our work. 

 ISoP Fellowships 2022 
We are delighted to announce that the following 
ISoP members received fellowships at the 2022 
General Assembly. 
⋆ Dr Gianluca Trifirò, University of Verona, Italy 
⋆ Dr Mayada Alkhakany, Boehringer Ingelheim, 

Germany 
⋆ Dr Mulugeta Russom, Ministry of Health, Eritrea 

 

 Honorary Membership 2022 
Dr Kenneth Hartigan-Go, The Philippines and Dr 
John McEwen were awarded Honorary Memberships 
at the 2022 General Assembly.  

Kenneth is a Senior Research Fellow at the Ateneo 
Policy Center, School of Government and adjunct 
faculty at the Asian Institute of Management in 
Manila. 

 
Kenneth Hartigan-Go receives a certificate from Mira Harrison-Woolrych 

John is an Adjunct Professor at the Discipline of 
Pharmacy, University of Canberra, and a former ISoP 
Board member. 

  
John McEwen joined the General Assembly by video from Australia 
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The ISoP EC thanked John and Kenneth for the 
enormous contributions they have made to 
international pharmacovigilance. 

 

 World Patient Safety Day 2022 

The third annual ISoP online event to mark World 
Patient Safety Day took place on 7 & 8 September 
2022 with the topics “Medication Without Harm” 
and “Patient Engagement”. ISoP arranged five 
sessions, with twelve speakers and seven 
chairpersons (Chapter leaders and guests). There 
were nine hours of transmission and over 1,100 
people registered. 
The next World Patient Safety Day will be on 17th  
September 2023.   
 

 Intelligence in Boston  
The 6th annual "Intelligent Automation in 
Pharmacovigilance" seminar was held in Boston, 
MA on 5 & 6 December 2022. A hybrid in-
person/online experience, the two days offered 
scientific discussions and presentations from 
international experts from the pharmaceutical and 
other industries. 
Day 1 covered the 'state of the art' with updates from 
industry and academia. A number of regulators also 
spoke on the latest approaches to intelligent 
automation in pharmacovigilance used by major 
agencies. This was followed by several automation 
success stories and a run-down of compliance and 
validation considerations. 
Day 2 was another busy day, with an overview of 
trends in technology and methodology for 
pharmacovigilance, a fascinating discussion on AI 
and ML inspiration from neighbouring industries.  

 

Boston 2022 participants 

The meeting was wrapped up with a stimulating 
panel discussion involving all the day’s speakers.  
Many thanks to Biogen for providing the conference 
room and the catering and we look forward to 
convening in Boston again in 2023! 
 

 Special Interest Groups news 
2022 has seen the formation of two new SIGs, 
officially launched during the General Assembly. 

⋆ Ecopharmacovigilance  

Ecopharmacovigilance was covered in Verona 2022 
by Ralph Edwards in his lecture Remembering 
Giampaolo Velo, and in a presentation by John 
Wilkinson (University of York, UK). This SIG is 
dedicated to Prof Giampaolo Velo.  

 
Ralph Edwards speaks about Ecopharmacovigilance in Verona 

 



 

Committed to safer use of medicines worldwide 

⋆ Drug Safety in Older Patients 

The mission of this new SIG is to promote the safe 
use of medicines in the different older patients’ 
subpopulations (https://isoponline.org/special-
interest-groups/drug-safety-in-older-patients/). 

You can explore all SIGs via: 
https://isoponline.org/special-interest-groups/. 

 

 New ISoP Student Group 
The objectives of this group are to: expand the social 
and professional networks of ISoP students and to 
build a vibrant and involved student community for 
global pharmacovigilance; offer a discussion forum 
for topics of interest to pharmacovigilance students 
around the world, and plan student activities during 
ISoP meetings and throughout the year, maximize 
the advantages for students, and increase student 
involvement.  

The group, led by Dr. Manal 
Younus, is open to any ISoP 
member enrolled in a student 
degree or similar qualification (no 
age limit). 

Manal Younus 

 

 Chapters update 
As of August 2022, the ISoP Chapters were:  
(year of creation | chapter name | number of ISoP members) 

2006 Italy 27 
2007 Western Pacific 62 
2009 Switzerland–Austria 23 
2009 LATAM (merged with Mexico, 2021) 88 
2010 Africa 92 
2012 South-Eastern Europe 24 
2013 North America/NASoP 106 
2015 Middle East 105 
2016 China 19 
2017 Indonesia 17 
2020 Egypt 16 
2021 South Asia 28 
2022 UK & Ireland 53 

 

More information and how to get involved can be 
found via https://isoponline.org/chapters/  
 
 

UK & Ireland Chapter elections 
In December 2022, elections took place for 
positions on the Executive Committee of the new 
ISoP UK & Ireland (UKIRL) Chapter. We would 
like to thank all candidates for participating and 
congratulate the elected members. 
 

  
    

 
 
Clockwise from top left: 

Chair: Anthony Cox (University of Birmingham), 
General Secretary: Ryan Walker (The Global Health 
Network, University of Oxford), Project Manager: 
Walter-Rodney Nagumo (Centre for Clinical 
Vaccinology and Tropical Medicine, University of 
Oxford), and Communications Officer: Samantha 
Lane (Drug Safety Research Unit). 
 

 Bali beckons in 2023 

We are pleased to announce that the 22nd ISoP 
Annual Meeting will be in Bali, on 6 to 9 November 
2023. 

The ISoP 2023 Scientific Committee is chaired by 
Dr Mira Harrison-Woolrych, and co-chaired by Dr 
Jarir At Thobari, President of the Indonesian 
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Chapter and includes ISoP experts from Indonesia 
and the Western Pacific region.  

More information at our website.  

The provisional programme, after four pre-
conference courses, includes plenary sessions on 
Protecting patients from harm, Patient Engagement, 
Risk Communication, and Improving 
pharmacovigilance in LMICs.  

The draft list of parallel sessions features:  

⋆ Hot topics in SE Asia and Western Pacific 

⋆ Ecopharmacovigilance 

⋆ Clinical aspects of pharmacovigilance, including 
digital health 

⋆ Vaccine pharmacovigilance 

⋆ Professional development in pharmacovigilance 

⋆ Medicines for women 

⋆ Medical devices 

⋆ Drug safety in older patients. 

 

  Drug Safety  
Drug Safety, ISoP's official journal, is the premier 
international journal covering the disciplines of 
pharmacovigilance, pharmacoepidemiology, 
benefit-risk assessment and risk management. 
Access is via the members section (click on ‘Access 
to Drug Safety Journal’ then ‘Go to Drug Safety’), 
which also has the PV journal club videos. An 
informative video about the collaboration between 
ISoP and the journal Drug Safety is available on 
YouTube here.  
 

 Sir Michael Rawlins  
It is with great sadness that 
we share the news that 
Professor Sir Michael 
Rawlins, an honorary 
member of ISoP and an icon 
of drug safety, passed away 
on 1st of January 2023. Sir 
Michael was a noted clinical 

pharmacologist; former Chair of the UK 
Committee on Safety of Medicines and founder of 
NICE (The National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence).  

He was knighted in 1999 for his work to protect 
people from the side effects of medicines and his 
many other contributions to clinical 
pharmacology. He was appointed Knight Grand 
Cross of the Order of the British Empire (GBE) in 
2017 for his services in health care, innovations, and 
drug regulation.  

As an example of his contribution to 
pharmacovigilance, many ISoP members may know of 
traditional Type A and Type B adverse drug reaction 
classifications, also known as the Rawlins–Thompson 
classification, as well as several seminal publications 
which form the basis of the current approach to 
pharmacovigilance.  Michael Rawlins’ work is a 
testament to his fundamental appreciation of ADRs, 
signal detection and benefit–risk assessment. 

We send our sincerest condolences to Sir Michael’s 
family and friends. 
 

 Keep in touch 
We encourage you to follow ISoP on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram or LinkedIn @ISoPonline. 
Our website https://isoponline.org/ is updated 
regularly, and the Members-Only section is where 
you will find access to the journal Drug Safety, 
presentations from the annual meetings, webinars 
library, and have the chance to update your personal 
information. 
 
As always, please send your comments, ideas and 
contributions for ISoP Star to: 
 

ISoP Secretariat Ltd 
140 Emmanuel Road, London SW12 OHS, UK 
⋆ Telephone and fax: +44 (0)20 3256 0027 
⋆ E-mail: administration@isoponline.org 
⋆ Internet: www.isoponline.org  
 

 


